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may present themselves in organisms having a widely-
different parentage; and thus the admission of the sponta-
neous evolution of closely-resembling organs carries with
it the admission of the spontaneous evolution of closely-
resembling organisms: that the protoplasm of muscular
tissue should, under certain changed conditions, develop into
the tissue of electric organs, is but one case of the law that
organised substance will develop into organisms closely
resembling each other when the conditions have been similar.
122.  It is to be remarked that Mr. Darwin fixes his atten-
tion  somewhat  too  exclusively  on the adaptations  which
arise during the external struggle for existence, and to that
extent neglects the laws of organic affinity ; just as Lamarck
too exclusively fixed his attention on the influence of external
conditions and of wants.   Not that Mr. Darwin can be said
to overlook the organic laws ; he simply under-estimates the
part they play.     Occasionally he seems arrested by them, as
when instancing the "trailing palm in the Malay Archipelago,
which  climbs the loftiest trees  by the  aid of exquisitely
constructed hooks, clustered around the ends of the branches,
and this coiit.rivance no doubt is of the highest service to the
plant; but as there are nearly similar hooks on many trees
which  are not climbers, the hooks on the palm may have
arisen from unknown laws of growth, and have been subse-
quently taken advantage of by the plant undergoing further
modification and becoming a climber."
123.  I come round to the position from which I started,
that the resemblances traceable among animals are no proof
of kinship; even a resemblance so close as to defy discrimi-
nation would not, in itself, be such a proof.    The absolute
identity of chalk in Australia and in Europe is a proof that
there was absolute identity in the formative conditions and
the constituent elements, but no proof whatever that the two
substances were originally connected by genesis.     In like
manner the similarity of a plant or animal in Africa and
Europe may be due to a common kinship, but it may also be due
to a common history.    It is indeed barely conceivable that the
history, from first to last, would ever be so rigorously identical